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The last ‘normal’ Monthly News I wrote to you was in February
2020 and as we mark the 1 year anniversary of the school closing,
it’s not lost on me that Europe is bracing for a third wave of Covid
infections and that we are really not ‘back to normal’ here at The
Dell. But we are doing all we can to make every day a wonderful
learning & wellbeing experience for every child and we are
ooking with optimism at slowly, oh so slowly, stretching to new
experiences and possibilities. It’s absolutely wonderful to be able
to share with you some of the activities and learning that the
children have been up to in March. It was a unique month which
at times saw three models of learning and provision but now,
very happily, sees all children back where they belong, in school,
with their teachers and friends. Enjoy our update.
Steve King, Headteacher

Community Transmission
Our school is now fully open for all pupils...but we're far from back
to normal. Please help us keep our school and community open
and safe and the infection rate as low as possible by abiding by
current Covid rules. THANK YOU .

Campout
We will soon take delivery of a class set of tents which we’ll use
with our cluster school colleagues to give children the opportunity
to campout on the school field. We’ll look at doing this in Year 4 as
part of our overnight programme ahead of the Year 5 stay in
Cardiff Bay and the Year 6 residential trip to Gilwern Outdoor
Centre. We are looking to see whether it is possible to rebook this
trip for our current Year 6 classes and will advise if/when this
becomes permissible and available.

Literacy
Thanks to all the children who took part in one of our literacy
challenges recently. You can see the winners of our Book Plate and
Extreme Reading competitions in the following pages. We’re
thrilled to be able to bring more literacy and reading opportunities
including upcoming virtual events with Baroness Floella Benjamin
& Welsh author Claire Fayers.

Expressive Art
We’re working with local artist Susie Grindey to create a piece of
artwork representing our school which will be displayed locally. Mr
Leer is leading this piece of expressive art and it’s great to be able
to be back and working (albeit differently) with our local
community!

EdTech Funding
The last twelve months has been a challenging time for technology
when we have been open. Our iPads are aging & now have limited
connectivity while the lease for our Chromebooks, the workhorse
for digital working in school ended last summer and the company
could not fulfil the new lease. We had used funding from the
Welsh Government's EdTech project to procure 65 Chromebooks
but their arrival was delayed until a few weeks ago. We will soon
also take delivery of an iPad for each class for daily SeeSaw use.
Our infrastructure and hardware inventory has thus been

improved recently and we will shorty be able to update our
creaking staff hardware which is another huge step forward.
Looking a little wider, during the lockdown we migrated our school
shared network to the cloud which supported staff working &
collaborating remotely. We have updated our Digital Vision which
covers a range of themes from digital competence, the taught
curriculum and infrastructure and which steps up our work on
online safety and behaviour. It’s great to be a little freer to work
on school improvement issues and themes rather than just hand
sanitiser and risk assessments!

Your Chepstow - Have your say
What do people who live & work here value about Chepstow?
What don’t you think is great & what do think we need to work on
around the town? Add your thoughts to the conversation about
future Chepstow & help shape the future of our town
http://futurechepstow.co.uk/getinvolved

Calendar
These calendar dates were set at the start of the school year and,
wherever possible, we will undertake these activities in a way
that is safe and allowable at the time. Some events may change a
little, some a lot, some might not be able to take place.
EASTER HOLIDAY
12 Apr - INSET Day
13 Apr - School reopens for Summer Term
26 Apr - Health & Wellbeing Week
26-30 Apr - Parents' Survey
10 May - Parent / Teacher Consultations This Week (by telephone)
24-28 May - Sharing Week (via SeeSaw)
31 May- 4 Jun - HALF TERM
7 Jun - INSET DAY
8 Jun - New Reception Parents' Meeting 6pm (Sept 2021)
17 Jun - Sports Day
24 Jun - Reserve Sports Day
28 Jun - Languages & Literacy Week
9 Jul - Pupil Progress Reports go Home
More 2020-21
12-16 Jul - Sharing Week (via SeeSaw)
dates online
12 Jul - Winning House Reward
CLICK HERE
13 Jul - Move Up Morning
15 Jul - Year 6 Leavers' Assembly - 9.30am
15 Jul - Year 6 leavers' Picnic
16 Jul - Last day of Summer Term **NEW
19 Jul - INSET Day ** NEW
20 Jul - INSET Day ** NEW
SUMMER HOLIDAY
2 Sep - INSET DAY
3 Sep - INSET DAY
6 Sep - School reopens for Autumn Term
25-29 Oct - HALF TERM
17 Dec - Last day of Autumn Term

Two of our lovely children ran a marathon
to raise over £100 for our school!

Two of our lovely children raised over £600 for the school
to say thank you to their teachers during lockdown!

Our Reception children learned Makaton sign language WATCH HERE

Year 5 dressing up funny for Comic Relief

There’s loads more info on our website

www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk

Our first whole
school Friday
Celebration
Assembly of
2021!

We learned about inclusion and being kind
as part of Downs Syndrome Awareness Day

Each day we’re learning to be…
(Click below to see examples of our learning)

Some of our Outdoor Learning
this month… (CLICK HERE for more)

Year 4 using their class text ‘Shackleton’s
Journey’ to explore conscience & decisions

Year 1 kicked off their outdoor Springwatch
week with some giant art!

Follow us
@thedellschool

Winners of our Book Plate design and Extreme Reading
Challenges! Many thanks to Milly & Rory’s parents for kindly
donating our £10 gift vouchers for Chepstow Book Shop
CLICK HERE to see all the photos

Mr King’s first whole school Monday Welsh Assembly of 2021

Developing creative writing by showing not telling in Year 4

Our key worker children did some great work
creating a new tyre garden and wildflower area

Some great entries for our Key Stage 2 Eisteddfod

Year 6 created questions to ask Malala as part
of their work on International Women’s Day

8-12 March

Reception looked at
structures and built
bridges that held a
weight

Year 2 made a rainbow in their water travelling experiment

STEM Week happened at
home for Key Stage 2!

