The Dell Primary School

Monthly News
September 2020

The new school year is here and after our staggered start, we’re
very much underway and learning is finding a new pattern and
rhythm. The staff team have been magnificent in adapting and
ensuring the same level of care, kindness and compassion as the
children would experience on any school day.
Efforts to ensure a safe reopening aside, it’s fair to say we feel
just a little deflated. When the school had to close in March we
were inspection ready, expecting the school to receive a phone
call any day notifying us of our overdue inspection by Estyn, the
school inspectorate in Wales. While nobody looks forward to
being inspected, we felt we had worked the school up to being
ready; all our systems were polished, tight and our outcomes for
pupils, parents and staff were all very strong. There was buzz to
the place, perhaps the hum of a well-oiled efficient machine. In
September, after the classrooms have been more or less empty
for over five months; the grass was long and weeds and
vegetation overgrown. It was the start of a new and different
school year, a little like starting up a machine from cold and using
it a bit differently. The earliest we’ll be inspected now will be
September 2021.
It’s not business as usual by a long shot; the measures & changes
we’ve put in place will remain in place for a long time and we
won’t creep back to normal operation and practices until it’s safe
to revert to our usual ways of learning and working; it will be a
concerted step forward when we are able to do that.
Yes our older children will see the differences from when they
were here last autumn and early spring, but our newest children
will know no difference...and actually it’s really not too bad at all!
Steve King
Headteacher

in reducing numbers of parents & carers waiting on Welsh Street.

THANK YOU

SeeSaw

We’d really like to say thank you for reading our letters, listening to
our requests and helping make sure our start and end of day
routines run smoothly and thus, safely. Thank you for working out
an ‘End of The Day’ plan; it’s been lovely to see most of our Year 6
pupils walking to and from school independently and really
enjoying that trust and responsibility and it has helped enormously

KEY POINTS WE’VE LEARNED

 Please do not arrive at the school gate UNTIL YOUR CHILD’S
ENTRY WINDOW HAS STARTED. 10 minutes is more than
enough time for us to admit 60 children. Queues are avoidable
- your child won’t be late.
 Don’t worry if you don’t arrive to collect your Rec, Y1 or Y2
child until later in their collection window; we’ll keep then safe
until we hand them over to you.
 Please be very aware of other pavement users especially
during the afternoon collection - there’s really not enough
space for conversations and we want to keep the public and
Chepstow School students distanced and safe from traffic.
 Make sure that where you choose to stand doesn't force
others, including young children to have to step into the road
and oncoming traffic.

Welcome
From 3rd September we’ve welcomed our youngest and newest
pupils each day and this week they began full days all together;
they are now very much part of our school. We are very aware that
for new parents, their child’s first days at primary school have
been a little different but we hope you feel we have made you
welcome and provided as much support as we could through this
year’s challenges.
This term we welcome Mr Luke Wreford to The Dell. Mr Wreford
joins us from Mounton House School and brings with him a wealth
of inclusion and wellbeing experience which he will use working
with pupils in Year 1 and teaching PE across Key Stage 2 classes.
He’ll also be leading our work on The Dell Farm when that part of
our operation is able to start up again.

Accelerated Learning Provision
You will be aware that when the Welsh Government announced in
June that schools would reopen at the end of the summer term,
the Education Minister also announced some additional funding
for the 2020-21 school year to support identified children and
ensure they could ‘catch up’ following the school closure.
Mrs Bringhurst who works with our Key Stage 2 classes each week
during teachers’ planning & preparation time will be providing
individual and group intervention and support for three mornings
each week starting next week. While statutory national target
setting requirements have been suspended for the coming year,
teachers have been working hard to assess children, look at their
projected progress and identify those who need additional support
to achieve those targets.
All parents are now signed up to our SeeSaw app which we have
used for some time and which came into its own during the school
closure period.
We will use SeeSaw for:
 Setting daily literacy and numeracy learning activities during
any future class, year group or school closure;
 For Sharing Weeks - We cannot operate Sharing Afternoons
this year so instead we’re holding Sharing Weeks on SeeSaw
where teachers will share lots of photos, snapshots and
examples of children's learning
PLEASE NOTE - Parents are able to send messages to teachers but
these should only be about learning (on SeeSaw). Any other
contact must be via the office. Teachers do not check SeeSaw
routinely each day and that’s why messages about non-learning
issues must not be shared in that way. I’ve asked teachers to
politely reply to any non-learning messages saying that the
message needs to be resent to the office and cannot be actioned
by them. We try to minimise ‘rules’ like this but we want to ensure
important information is shared and managed appropriately and
efficiently. THANK YOU.

Reception 2021
We never stop looking forward and looking to the future. We are

now working on what would usually be open mornings and
afternoons for next year’s Reception children and parents. This
year we’ll be using our website to showcase what we do and what
we care about as a school. It is really vital that we are able to fill all
60 places in next year’s Reception classes and although we have
posters, banners and social media coverage the best advert for our
school is word of mouth...by you!
Please help us by making sure that your friends, neighbours and
relatives know that we are here and that we are a high performing,
high achieving and very happy ‘Green’ rated school and that we
look forward to telling them about how their children will thrive in
our classes. Send them this newsletter and point them to
www.dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk

Professional Learning
Mrs Cass our Wellbeing Leader has completed the 12 week
‘Freedom Programme’ course, an intensive programme on
domestic abuse which is designed to give information & training on
all aspects of domestic abuse and its effects on the families.

Attendance
Last week saw our pupil attendance back up to 96.6% which is at
the same level as our pre-closure target for 2019-20. Thank you
parents for your trust and for making sure that, when they are
well, you ensure your child attends school every day.

Autumn School Dinner Menu
This term school meals are being served in the classrooms and
consist of a ‘grab bag’ with occasional hot offerings. You can find
our school dinner menu by CLICKING HERE

Situation Vacant: We need a new Governor!
Are you a member of our local community with an interest in
education who could help oversee the strategic development of
our school? Are you a grandparent or Chepstow resident who
wants to make a difference? Have a look at https://
dell.monmouthshire.sch.uk/governors then call us.

18 Dec - Last day of Autumn Term
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY

2021
4 Jan - INSET DAY
5 Jan - School reopens for Spring Term
8-12 Feb - Sharing Week (via SeeSaw)
9-10 Feb - Teacher & Parent Consultations
15-19 Feb - HALF TERM
22 Feb - INSET DAY
25 Jan - Humanities Week
1 Mar - Eisteddfod
8 Mar - Science & Technology Week
22-26 Mar - Sharing Week (via SeeSaw)
24 Mar - Winning House Reward
26 Mar - Official last day of Spring Term
EASTER HOLIDAY
12 Apr - INSET DAY
13 April - School reopens for Summer Term
26 Apr - Health & Wellbeing Week
26-30 Apr - Parents' Survey
24-28 May - Sharing Week (via SeeSaw)
31 May- 4 Jun - HALF TERM
7 Jun - INSET DAY
8 Jun - New Reception Parents' Meeting 6pm (Sept 2021)
17 Jun - Sports Day
24 Jun - Reserve Sports Day
28 Jun - Languages & Literacy Week
9 Jul - Pupil Progress Reports go Home
12-16 Jul - Sharing Week (via SeeSaw)
13 Jul - Move Up Morning
16 Jul - Final Celebration Assembly
19 Jul - Winning House Reward
20 Jul - Year 6 Leavers' Assembly - 9.30am
20 Jul - Year 6 leavers' Picnic
21 Jul - Last day of Summer Term

Calendar
This year we have plotted our usual calendar of events but most
will look a little different. We will let you know ahead of time what
activities and events that involve parents will look like. At present,
although national guidance states that we can, we will not be
arranging any off-site trips and we will not be welcoming any
visitors to the school to work with and meet the children (except in
special circumstances).
5-8 Oct - Teacher & Parent Consultations
9 Oct - Harvest Celebration
9 Oct - Hello Yellow Day (for Children's Mental Health)
12 Oct - Expressive Arts Week
19-23 Oct - Sharing Week (via SeeSaw)
13 Oct - Seasonal Flu Vaccinations
26-30 Oct - HALF TERM
2 Nov - INSET DAY
13 Nov - Children in Need Day
14-18 Dec - Sharing Week (via SeeSaw)
16 Nov - Maths & Numeracy Week
16 Dec - Winning House Reward
17 Dec - Class Christmas Parties
18 Dec - Christingle Assemblies

Introducing our School Ambassadors for 2020-21. Always
‘kind’ and ‘their best,’ Ambassadors are role models and
pupil leaders who demonstrate our school behaviours for
400 children to look up to each day.

NEW - Weekly whole school virtual assemblies

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD FREE

Monmouthshire Family Support Services

Support for children (AND Parents) at
www.youngminds.org.uk

Monmouthshire’s fantastic support
agency, which helps families with
advice and signposting. Helplines are
available Monday to Friday between
10am and 3pm .
Call - 01633 644152 / 07970166975
For Info CLICK HERE
To watch an info video CLICK HERE

CLICK to watch our Year 2 children
who were on CBeebies!

Our new KS2 outdoor classroom, in use
every day, starting with Year 3 this week

Introducing our Dell FM presenter team, trusted with broadcasting
music and talk to hundreds of pupils, parents and staff each day
around the school and around the world via our website! They’ll
be training up other presenter in Year 6 too.
Thank you Mr Jones, one of our Dell Farm
helpers for giving the crops a tidy up recently

Introducing our Sports Ambassadors, our ultimate Dell Dragons,
always promoting and modelling our high standards of sportsman
and womanship as well as helping organise sporting events and
activities.
Year 4 portraits in the style of Julian Opie

